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INTRODUCTION 

Hadley Park House is a large, detached property with approximately 3 acres of land and gardens 
situated at Hadley, now on the outskirts of Telford in Shropshire. It is a Grade II listed building 
believed to date from the late 18th century. Hadley Park House is a successful hotel and restaurant 
owned and run by Mark and Geraldine Lewis who took over management of the establishment in 
December 2003 and recently secured the freehold of the house.  
 

 
Hadley Park House (2006) 

 
Hadley was a township in the parish of Wellington until 1858 when it became a separate 
ecclesiastical parish; the civil parish of Hadley was created in 1898. Hadley Park was formerly part 
of the Hadley Park estate which, at its largest extent, comprised 345 acres of land. Access to the 
house was originally by a lane to the west of the property, now part of a footpath/bridlepath/cycle 
track called the Silken Way but still bearing the sign Hadley Park Farm. Vehicular access to the 
house today is by a road from the east built some time in the 20th century.  
 

 

Location of Hadley Park (OS 1:50,000, 2006)1 
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The estate originally comprised several properties: the principal house (Hadley Park House), the 
adjacent farm (Hadley Park Farm), the mill (Hadley Park Mill) and several cottages. There was also 
a gatehouse (Hadley Park Lodge) at the entrance to the estate on what is now Hadley Park Road 
suggesting an estate of some significance. The drive from the gatehouse to Hadley Park House 
would have provided an impressive view of its facade to approaching visitors. 
 

 

 

 

RESEARCH FINDINGS 

1 HADLEY PARK ORIGINS 
 

The Victoria County History of Shropshire identified Hadley Park Farm as the largest farm in 
Hadley in the mid-19c and considered its origins to be from late medieval inclosure: 
 

‘The two largest farms in Hadley were Hadley Park farm (273 a.) and Wheatley Grange 
farm (76 a.), which both lay in the north. They were compact and were run from houses 
standing amidst their fields: it therefore seems likely that both were formed by large-
scale, late-medieval inclosure of former woodland.’2  

 
The earliest references to Hadley Park’s owners and occupiers were found in the preface to 
the printed Wellington parish registers which state that: 
 

 ‘Francis Charleton of Apley had a lease of Hadley Park which he left to his son William.’ 
 
Apley Castle is a mile or so to the west of Hadley Park and was the seat of the Charlton 
family for centuries. Francis Charlton died in 1642 and was buried in Wellington parish, 
thus providing an approximate date for his tenancy.3 The Wellington parish registers also 
record that: 
 

 ‘Manwaring of Hadley Park occurs among the pedigrees entered at the Herald’s 
Visitations in 1663.’ 

 
although it is not clear whether Manwaring was the owner or tenant of the property. The 
Shropshire Hearth Tax Roll of 1672 for Hadley lists a John Maywaring as having 5 hearths 
on which he paid tax of 10 shillings. This was the largest number of hearths in Hadley and 
suggests a sizeable property which may have been Hadley Park. These references all 
indicate that there was an estate at Hadley Park before the middle of the 17th century. 
 
Rocque’s map of Shropshire dated 1752 shows the Charlton seat of Apley Castle. Hadley 
Park is not named although this may be because of the scale. Its site close to Apley Castle 
is indicated on an extract from Rocque’s map shown below: 
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Extract from Rocque’s map of Shropshire showing Apley Castle and the site of Hadley Park House 

circled in red (1752)4 
 
The very first edition of The Shrewsbury Chronicle published on 23 November 1772, price 
2d, contained the following announcement about the sale of Hadley Park Farm which was 
to take place on 2 January 1773 at the Talbot Inn, Shrewsbury: 
 

 

Extract from the first edition of The Shrewsbury Chronicle, 23 November 17725 
 
Although details of the actual sale have not survived and thus the vendor and purchaser 
are unknown, the sale is nevertheless a significant point in Hadley Park’s history and may 
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have been the trigger for the new owner to build Hadley Park House on the estate. The 
estate then comprised 115 acres ‘encompassed by a ring hedge’ and was significantly 
smaller than the 273 acres recorded when the tithe survey was undertaken seventy years 
later in 1841-2 (see page 13) and in the Victoria County History reference above. 
 
The ‘ring hedge’ is an interesting feature and perhaps supports the suggestion in the 
Victoria County History that the estate was formed by enclosure of former woodland, when 
it would have been necessary to establish a property boundary. The Ordnance Survey 2nd 
edition map shows that the field boundaries to the north of Hadley Park House form an 
approximate semi-circle and may have been part of the ‘ring hedge’ mentioned in the 
newspaper announcement: 
 

 
Extract from Ordnance Survey 2nd edition map of Hadley showing the possible site of part of the ring 

hedge referred to in The Shrewsbury Chronicle of 1772 (1891)6 
 
The route of the ring hedge on the south side of Hadley Park House is much less obvious 
since some of the field boundaries may have changed when the Shrewsbury Canal was 
constructed. 
 
 

2 HADLEY PARK AND THE SHREWSBURY CANAL 
 

Towards the end of the 18th century a scheme was devised to build the Shrewsbury Canal, 
part of which went through the Hadley Park estate. The 17-mile narrow canal was to 
provide a route from the Wrekin area to the county town of Shrewsbury for coal and iron 
avoiding the ‘tortuous route’ of the River Severn.7 Plans for two proposed routes for the 
canal from Shrewsbury have survived: one to Donnington Wood proposed in 1792 and the 
other to Wrockwardine Wood proposed in 1793. The Wrockwardine route was selected and 
the canal was to connect to the Ketley tub-boat canal at Trench, close to Hadley. 
 
Both plans show Hadley Park and windmill as named buildings on the proposed canal route. 
They also provide valuation information about the ownership and occupation of the land the 
canal would pass through. The information in both plans is the same in respect of Hadley 
Park and is illustrated below using the earlier plan drawn up in 1792 by George Young of 
Worcester (see title on page 6 and the section relating to Hadley Park House on page 7): 
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Title from the Shrewsbury Canal plan (1792)8 
 
The plot numbers for each parcel of land the canal was to pass through are documented in 
a schedule accompanying the proposed plan (see page 8). These show that eleven plots of 
land along the proposed canal route near Hadley Park (numbers 203, 204, 205, 208 209, 
210, 211, 212, 216, 217 and 218) were owned by John Briscoe and occupied by Maurice 
Evans. These are highlighted on the canal plan shown on page 7. These land parcels match 
the ownership of Hadley Park when the tithe assessment survey was conducted sixty years 
later in 1840 and it is therefore reasonable to assume that John Briscoe and Maurice 
Evans were respectively owner and occupier of Hadley Park in 1792. (This hypothesis was 
proved correct through the discovery of other documents discussed later.) It is also 
interesting to note that nearby land (plots 194 and 196, and possibly others) were owned 
by St John Charlton of Apley Castle and occupied by William Briscoe. The Briscoe and 
Evans families are discussed further in section 3 on page 11. 
 
The Shrewsbury Canal project was investigated because it was reported that Thomas 
Telford’s chief engineer had built Hadley Park House. The canal project was initially under 
the charge of the engineer Josiah Clowes and was a complex engineering challenge 
involving 11 locks, 8 lift bridges, a tunnel, an inclined plane, and an aqueduct at Longdon-
on-Tern. Clowes died in 1795 and Thomas Telford, who had been working on the Ellesmere 
Canal, was appointed in his place. The Shrewsbury Canal was opened in February 1797. 
 
Thomas Telford had moved to Shropshire in 1786. In 1782 he had gone to London to work 
as a mason on Somerset House and had met the Shrewsbury MP William Pulteney who had 
commissioned Telford to design and supervise the restoration of Shrewsbury Castle. In 
1787 Pulteney appointed Telford as Surveyor of Public Works in Shropshire. Telford worked 
closely with two engineers: Matthew Davidson (1756-1819) and John Simpson (a mason). 
He also worked under William Jessop (1745-1814) who was consulting engineer on the 
Ellesmere Canal project. No evidence has been found in the course of this research to 
connect any of these men with Hadley Park, and neither has any association been identified 
between Thomas Telford and John Briscoe who owned the estate in 1792. However Thomas 
Telford undoubtedly visited Hadley Park during the construction of the Shrewsbury Canal 
and is believed to have designed the ‘guillotine’ style of lock gates used at Hadley Park 
Lock.  
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Extract from deposited plan of proposed Shrewsbury Canal showing Hadley Park and indicating in red 

the plot numbers owned by John Briscoe and occupied by Maurice Evans (1792)9 
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The schedules that accompanied the proposed canal scheme plans and which include 
references to the plots belonging to Hadley Park (numbers 203, 204, 205, 208 209, 210, 
211, 212, 216, 217 and 218) are shown below and overleaf. Plot 207 is described as the 
‘road leading to Hadley Park and Mill’. 
 

 

 

 

Extracts from schedule accompanying plan of proposed Shrewsbury Canal relating to Hadley Park 
(1792)10 
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Extract from schedule accompanying plan of proposed Shrewsbury Canal relating to Hadley Park 
(1792)11 

 
In 1808, ten years after the Shrewsbury Canal opened, R Baugh produced a map of 
Shropshire which clearly shows the house and windmill at Hadley Park as well as the ‘new’ 
canal passing through the estate to the inclined plane at Trench: 
 

 

Extract from R Baugh’s map of Shropshire showing the Shrewsbury Canal and Hadley Park (1808)12 
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The Shrewsbury Canal closed in 1944. Despite the decline of the canal, Hadley Park Lock 
was the subject of an historic buildings leaflet produced by the Telford Development 
Corporation in the 1970s, reproduced below: 
 

 

Hadley Park Lock leaflet produced by Telford Development Corporation (1970s)13 
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3 OWNERS & OCCUPIERS 
 

Research into the ownership and occupancy of the Hadley Park estate has revealed only 
five different owners between 1792 and 1940, with family relationships between them 
reducing the number down to three groups: Briscoe/Evans, Thorneycroft and Mulliner. 
The story of Hadley Park’s occupancy during this period is told through the ownership of 
these family groups. Information covering the period prior to 1792 is sketchy as there are 
few sources providing definite information and because the vendor and purchaser of the 
1773 sale are unknown. 
 
Briscoe/Evans 

As we have seen, documentation describing the route of the proposed Shrewsbury Canal 
(see pages 7-9) written in 1792 shows that Hadley Park was owned by John Briscoe and 
occupied by Maurice Evans. It was also known that a John Evans had owned Hadley Park 
House in about 1840. Through research using a range of documentary sources, it was 
discovered that there were family relationships between these three men, as well as other 
members of the Briscoe and Evans families who were mentioned as occupiers of the estate 
in other sources. 
 
John Briscoe had married Rachel Charlton in Wrockwardine on 21 May 1747 and it is 
possible that this formed a connection between John Briscoe and the Charltons of Apley 
Castle, who had earlier associations with Hadley Park in the mid 17th century already 
referred to, although this is only conjecture.14 What is known for certain is that John and 
Rachel Briscoe had a daughter Ann, baptised in Wellington in 1749, and that it was Ann 
Briscoe’s marriage to Maurice Evans in June 1770 that formed the relationship between 
their two families.15 John Briscoe died in 1797 and his will confirmed his ownership of 
Hadley Park Farm and Hadley Park Mill and determined how the property was to be passed 
on. 
 

 
The beginning of John Briscoe’s will dated 15 August 1794 showing key names highlighted: John 

Briscoe, Hadley Park Farm and Mill, my son-in-law Morris (sic) Evans, my dear wife Rachel Briscoe16 
 

John Briscoe’s will is four pages long and a copy of the complete document is included at 
the end of this report. Hadley Park Farm and Mill are the only properties named individually 
in the will which also mentions interests in coal mines in Hadley and elsewhere as well as  
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real estate in the parishes of Wellington, Ercall and Edgmond. The majority of the 
document deals with the descent of Hadley Park Farm and Mill which were to be held in 
trust by Thomas Eyton and John Briscoe for the use of John Briscoe’s wife Rachel ‘for the 
term of her natural life’, then to his son-in-law Maurice Evans, then to his daughter Ann 
Evans, then to his grandson John Evans. It can be seen from these bequests therefore how 
the estate passed from John Briscoe in 1792 to John Evans who was the recorded owner in 
1841. Although the will does not explicitly mention Hadley Park House – only the farm and 
mill – it is reasonable to assume that the house was part of the estate since it is mentioned 
explicitly in other documentary sources as being occupied by the Evans family. The other 
real estate mentioned above was left to John Briscoe’s son William. 
 
While John Briscoe’s will makes it clear that the Hadley Park estate was owned by him in 
1794 (when he wrote his will), and the Shrewsbury Canal plans show him as the owner two 
years prior to that, it is not known when he bought the property. It is possible of course 
that he was the buyer at the auction held on 2 January 1773 advertised in The Shrewsbury 
Chronicle (see page 4). In 1763 John Briscoe was the tenant at Kinley Farm near Preston 
upon the Weald Moors and very close to Hadley Park, and took on the lease of a saltworks 
at Kingley Wych just east of Kinley Farm.17 These saltworks are shown on Rocque’s map of 
Shropshire (see page 4). If John Briscoe did buy the Hadley Park estate in 1773 it may 
have been as a home for his daughter Ann and her husband Maurice Evans who were living 
at Hadley Park in 1792. 
 
Maurice and Ann Evans had at least five children: John baptised 1771, Thomas (1773), 
William (1774), George (1778) and Ann (age unknown). When John Briscoe’s wife Rachel 
died in 181018, she was living in Edgmond and bequeathed the income due to her from the 
Hadley Park estate to her daughter Ann Evans. Rachel Briscoe also left £50 to her 
granddaughter Ann Evans, and the remainder of her personal estate to her son William 
Briscoe. These bequests are shown in the death duty register entry for Rachel Briscoe: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Record of bequests made by Rachel Briscoe in death duty register (1810)19 
 
Two years after his mother-in-law’s death, Maurice Evans of Hadley Park, gentleman, 
wrote his last will and testament on 7 Aug 1812. He died within two years and probate was 
granted in April 1815 to William Evans and George Evans, two of his executors,  
 

 ‘a power being reserved for John Evans the other executor to prove in like manner’.  
 
Although the will has not been found, an extract from the probate of Maurice Evans 
identifies the executors (presumably his sons) and gives an indication of the value of the 
estate: 
 

 ‘Probate granted to John Evans 24 February 1825 for whom a power was heretofore 
reserved the personal estate being sworn under the value of £3,500’.20   

 
(£3,500 in 1825 was worth approximately £216,600 in 2005.)21 It is not clear why there 
was a delay of 13 years before probate could be granted. Maurice Evans death brought to 
an end his (at least) thirty-year tenancy of Hadley Park and, if the wishes expressed in 
John Briscoe’s will were followed, the estate would have passed to his widow Ann for the 
remainder of her life. 
 
In 1821, when Maurice Evans’ widow Ann would have been about 70 years of age a census 
was conducted in the parish of Wellington which recorded the names, ages and occupations 
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of its residents. It was unusual before 1841 for individuals’ details to be recorded in this 
way and this document is therefore a valuable resource in identifying the occupants of 
Hadley Park House. The census shows Ann Evans as a farmer of Hadley Park with a 
substantial household of 10 people (the writing in this document is very faint and difficult 
to reproduce): 
 

 

Extract from Wellington parish census showing entry for Ann Evans of Hadley Park (1821)22 
 
As Ann’s age is not given in this census, it is not possible to know whether this was 
Maurice’s widow or, possibly, his daughter. It is likely that the other people in the 
household were farm workers or domestic servants.  
 
Ann Evans was one of the parties of an agreement made on 11 June 1828 regarding 
property and land at Shackerley in Donnington23. Although the contents of this document 
are not relevant to this research, it does mention that Ann Evans was ‘late of the Wood in 
the parish of Childs Ercall but now of Hadley Park’ and also indicates that she was a 
wealthy woman having loaned money totalling £7,500 (worth £503,000 in 200524) to 
members of the Bishton family to mortgage premises in Donnington and gaining an interest 
in the property for the duration of the debt. Again it is not clear whether this Ann Evans is 
the widow of Maurice Evans or her daughter. Ann Evans senior would have been about 79 
in 1828 and since it is known that she had been living at Hadley Park for many years, this 
reference to Ann Evans having recently lived at Childs Ercall may indicate that this was her 
daughter. 
 
By 1833 William Evans was living at Hadley Park when he made an agreement with a 
master builder named John Carline regarding land near Abbey Foregate in Shrewsbury on 
20 Dec 183325. John Carline had agreed to convey and assign all his real and personal 
estate and effects to William Evans, however both men had died by 10 Feb 1853.  It is 
likely that William Evans was Maurice and Anne Evans’ son. 
 
The next reference to the ownership and occupation of Hadley Park appears in the tithe 
records of 1841-2. At the beginning of Victoria’s reign, the ancient practice of paying tithes 
of a tenth of the annual produce from land or labour to support the local clergy was under 
reform. In 1836 an Act of Parliament allowed tithe payments to be changed to a monetary 
rent charge, and commissioners were appointed to survey every parish to assess land 
values and agree the rent charges. The outputs of the survey were a map showing each 
plot of land labelled by number, and a schedule detailing the ownership and occupancy of 
each plot. The schedule also contained a description of the land, its state of cultivation, size 
and the rent-charge payable. For houses, the description might read ‘House and garden’, 
while land was often described by its field name or by type, eg field, wood, copse, etc. 
Where relevant, the state of cultivation of land is shown, eg arable, meadow, pasture. The 
area of each plot was measured in acres, rods and perches (ARP – 40 perches to a rod, 4 
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rods to an acre). The rent charges were in pounds, shillings and pence (£sd – 12 pence to 
a shilling, 20 shillings to a pound). 
 
The tithe schedule is usually arranged alphabetically by the surname of the landowner, and 
then alphabetically by the occupier’s surname. However in order to find out the owner and 
occupier of a property or piece or land, it is first necessary to identify the parish where the 
property was located, find the plot of land on the tithe map, identify its plot number, and 
then search the tithe schedule for that reference. The plots listed with the same occupier 
indicate the extent of that person’s tenancy under a particular landowner and are therefore 
useful for identifying the area of that person’s holding. The tithe schedules often reveal that 
land in a particular parish was owned by a very small number of people and may have 
been part of the large estates that were common at that time.   
 
The tithe survey for Hadley was conducted in 1841-2 and the map shows that Hadley Park 
House was plot 36 (see map on page 15). The tithe schedule provides the information that 
John Evans was both the landowner and occupier of plot 36 and land totalling 273 acres: 
 

 

 

Tithe apportionment showing the Hadley Park estate over two pages (1841-2)26 
 
John Evans was the eldest son of Maurice and Ann Evans, to whom the Hadley Park estate 
was bequeathed by his grandfather John Briscoe, following the death of his grandmother 
and parents. The estate had increased in size to 273 acres from the 115 acres reported in 
the sale notice in The Shrewsbury Chronicle of 1772. 
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The property comprised Hadley Park House, an unnamed house and garden occupied by 
Benjamin Overton on the other side of the Shrewsbury Canal, and a mixture of arable, 
meadow and pasture land. Hadley Park Lodge is the building in the bottom-left corner of 
plot 70, Little and Great Ox Leasow. The whole extent of the land holding is shown on this 
extract from the Shropshire field name map for Hadley which was prepared in 1840: 
 
 

 
Extract from Hadley field name map showing extent of Hadley Park estate outlined in red and Hadley 

Park House in plot 36 (1840)27 
 
The original tithe map shows the buildings at Hadley Park in detail and clearly includes 
Hadley Park House, farm and mill: 
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Tithe map showing Hadley Park (1841-2)28 
 
One year after the tithe survey, another important resource, the national census, was 
undertaken. A national census has been taken in England every ten years since 1801, with 
the overall objective of counting the population. From 1841 the returns include detailed 
personal information such as names, ages, occupations, and from 1851 the relationship of 
each person in a household to its head, their marital status and place of birth. This 
personal data is closed to the public for 100 years from the date of its collection, thus 
today we can view information from 1841-1901. This remarkable collection presents a 
unique view of the population every ten years for seven decades of the Victorian era.  
 
It should be remembered that the returns show the people in each household on the night 
the census was taken and do not necessarily reflect the full extent of families, some of 
whom may have lived elsewhere or simply been away that day. Similarly some people 
shown in a household may only have been visiting when the census was taken. 
 
There is no sign of John Evans at Hadley Park when the national census was taken on the 
night of 6 June 1841 (see page 17); however Ann Evans is in residence.29  Her age is 
given as 55 and allowing for the fact that adults’ ages in this census were rounded down to 
the nearest 5 years, Ann would have been born between 1786 and 1790, making it likely 
that she was Maurice and Ann Evans’ daughter. She is described as ‘Ind’ which stands for 
‘of independent means’, a fact which has been verified from other sources previously 
referred to. With her in the household are four young women in their twenties, a young 
man also in his twenties, together with four female and five male servants. There are no 
references to other properties at Hadley Park in this census and this is the last reference to 
the Evans family connection with the estate. 
 
When the next census was taken on 30 March 1851 (see page 18) three distinct properties 
are mentioned at Hadley Park:30 

• Hadley Park – occupied only by two servants, the head of the household presumably 
absent. 

• Hadley Park Lodge – occupied by agricultural labourer Francis Owen and his family. 

• Hadley Park Farm – occupied by Charles Bennion and his family, farming 227 acres and 
employing 6 labourers. 

 
Charles Bennion is also recorded at Hadley Park in Bagshaw’s Gazetteer of Shropshire in 
the same year as a farmer and maltster. 
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Extract from 1841 census for Hadley Park House31 
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Extract from 1851 census for Hadley Park House32 
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Thorneycroft 

Ownership of Hadley Park changed between 1841 and 1861, when Thomas Thorneycroft, 
an ironmaster who lived at Tettenhall Wood near Wolverhampton, bought the estate. On 25 
March 1861, Thomas Thorneycroft leased Hadley Park to John Moss Junior for five years 
at an annual rent of £550.33 John Moss was described as ‘the younger of Hadley Park, 
farmer’. The estate was described as: 

 
‘All that messuage or tenement with the coach-house, barns, stables, outbuildings, 
yards, gardens and also all those several closes of land commonly called the Hadley 
Park Estate.’ 
 

The lease required John Moss to pay all taxes, tithes and other expenses relating to the 
estate, to maintain and repair the property, and manage the farm lands and ‘keep them 
free from noxious weeds’.  
 
The estate comprised 316 acres, 1 rod and 5 perches which is 43 acres larger than it had 
been in 1841 when the tithe survey was carried out (see page 13). The 1861 lease details 
all the lands include in the estate using the same plot numbers as the tithe survey, thus 
enabling a direct comparison to be made. The additional lands acquired between 1841 and 
1861 were plots 49, 50, 65, 66, 67, 68, 185, 192 outlined in green. The extent of Hadley 
Park Estate in 1861 thus comprised the areas outline in red and green shown below: 
 

 
Extract from Hadley field name map showing extent of Hadley Park in 1840 outlined in red (tithe map) 

and additional lands referred to in 1861 lease outlined in green34 
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Plot 36 is described as ‘the homestead’ and refers to Hadley Park House. A small house, 
premises and garden adjoining the estate were excluded from the tenancy agreement 
although it does not specify where these were. This property was: 
 

‘reserved out of this present demise for the use of Thomas Thorneycroft and may be 
occupied by the bailiff of John Moss.’ 

 
However it did specify that the tenant could not sublet any of the estate except the 
cottages and closes of land number 185, 187, 188 and 192 in the south-east corner of the 
estate. 
 
Two weeks after this lease was signed, the next national census was taken on 7 April 1861  
(see page 21) and shows John Moss to be a 24 year old farmer from Manchester, 
unmarried, living at Hadley Park House with two servants.35 The house description includes 
‘cottages’ and there are entries beneath that for John Moss which show four households of 
farm worker families who would have occupied the cottages. There is also an entry for a 
‘new malthouse’ which may have been on the Hadley Park estate, and was occupied by 
John Doody. The Post Office Directory of Shropshire for 1863 shows James Moss occupying 
Hadley Park as a farmer, who may be the same person as John Moss. 

 
Ten years later when the 1871 census was taken on 2 April (see page 22), the occupier of 
Hadley Park House was John Hooper, a 35 year old farmer from Kinnersley in Shropshire.36 
He had a wife, Sarah, two sons and five daughters. John Hooper’s brother-in-law was also 
in the house, as were two servants. There is a separate census entry for Hadley Park Farm, 
although the only occupants registered were two servants, and four further households also 
referenced as Hadley Park Farm which probably referred to the estate cottages. 
 
Trade directories for 1870, 1871 and 1874 show a Capt Read at Hadley Park, not John 
Hooper, however a search of the 1871 census found only a Joseph Read living in Hadley 
(not Hadley Park) who was a 52 year old invalid. 
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Extract from 1861 census for Hadley Park House37 



-22- 

 

Extract from 1871 census for Hadley Park House38 
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The 1881 census taken on 3 April shows Samuel Danks and his family living at Hadley Park 
House (see pages 24-5).39 Samuel was a 41 year old engineer from Dudley in 
Worcestershire who had a wife, Eliza aged 36, and two children: Thomas aged 9 and Lucy 
aged 6. Both children were born away from the area indicating that the Danks were 
relatively recent arrivals in the parish of Wellington. Also living with the family were Eliza’s 
aunt, Louise Stringer, and two servants. 
 
There is an entry for Hadley Park Lodge on Leegomery Road occupied by a labourer called 
William Dodd and his family. Other estate buildings mentioned are Hadley Park Farm and 
mill comprising five separate households altogether. 
 
Samuel Danks continued to live at Hadley Park House and is recorded in several directories 
between 1881 and 1891. Kelly’s Post Office Directory of Shropshire of 1885 says: 
 

‘Hadley Park is the property of Lieut-Col Thorneycroft and is occupied by Samuel Danks 
esq. The building is of red brick and stands in a park of 380 acres. Lieut-Col Thorneycroft 
is lord of the manor.’ 

  
Danks was still at Hadley Park when the 1891 census was taken on 5 April (see page 26).40 
His son Thomas was a mechanical student and there are two visitors and two servants at 
the house. The entry immediately following that for Samuel Danks is for Aaron Hughes 
Price, farmer, who also appears in the Wellington land tax returns (which survive from 
1892 to 1949) as the occupier of Hadley Park Farm.  
 
Kelly’s Post Office Directory of Shropshire in 1891, 1895, 1900 and 1905 all include the 
information shown above referring to Samuel Danks at Hadley Park House. The 1901 
census taken on 31 March reveals that Samuel’s wife Eliza had died and he was living with 
his daughter Lucy and two servants, with two visitors also in the household (see pages 27-
8).41 Hadley Park Farm was still occupied by Aaron Hughes Price. 
 
The 1st edition Ordnance Survey map produced in 1882 shows very little change to the 
buildings at Hadley Park from the 1841 tithe map (see page 16): 
 

 

Extract from 1882 Ordnance Survey 1st edition map showing Hadley Park House42 
 
Thomas Thorneycroft’s ownership of the Hadley Park estate came to an end when he died 
in 1903 at the age of 80. The 1891 census described Thorneycroft as ‘Deputy Lieutenant 
and Justice of the Peace for the County of Stafford, Lieutenant-Colonel Queen’s Own 
Yeomanry Cavalry, Retired from the service’ of Tettenhall Towers near Wolverhampton.  
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Extract from 1881 census for Hadley Park House (part 1)43 
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Extract from 1881 census for Hadley Park House (part 2) 
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Extract from 1891 census for Hadley Park House44 
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Extract from 1901 census for Hadley Park House (part 1)45 
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Extract from 1901 census for Hadley Park House (part 2) 
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Mulliner 

The Wellington land tax returns show that the new owner of Hadley Park in 1904 was 
Alfred Mulliner and his tenant was Aaron Hughes Price who had been the tenant at Hadley 
Park Farm since 1891: 
 

 

Wellington land tax returns (1904-5)46 
 
This return does not show Samuel Danks. However the return for the following year, 1905-
6, has separate entries for Hadley Park Farm and Hadley Park House and land, and shows 
that Samuel Danks occupied Hadley Park House and that Alfred Mulliner owned both 
properties and had taken over Hadley Park Farm from Aaron Price: 
 

 

Wellington land tax returns (1905-6)47 
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The Mulliner family owned Hadley Park House and estate for nearly 40 years, from 1903 to 
1941. When Samuel Danks left Hadley Park House in 1909, the new tenant was Benjamin 
Pollard Blockley who had moved from nearby Haybridge. Blockley was a brickmaker from 
Leicestershire who was 67 when he moved to Hadley Park House, presumably to retire. He 
had established the Ragfield brickworks and tilery in New Hadley in 1895 eventually 
employing 250 people and supplied the bricks for the RAF station at Brize Norton in 
Oxfordshire in 1935.48 
 
When Alfred Mulliner died in 1916 at the age of 62, his brother Clement took over Hadley 
Park and on 24 March 1917 the estate was sold to Bernard Mulliner.49  
 
One year into the Second World War, Bernard Mulliner put Hadley Park up for sale to be 
sold by auction on 19 September 1940 at The Charlton Arms Hotel, Wellington. The estate 
comprised 345 acres and included an ‘excellent residence, farm house, lodge and cottages’ 
together with ’most fertile and highly productive arable and pasture land’.50 The particulars 
say that Mulliner had occupied the estate for the last quarter century and was retiring. A 
schedule lists each plot of land included in the sale however the plan referred to in the sale 
catalogue is missing. The acreage had evidently increased again from the 316 acres 
referred to in Thomas Thorneycroft’s lease of 1861 (see page 19). 
 
Hadley Park House was described as: 
 

 

Extract from Hadley Park sales particulars (1940)51 
 
It is clear from the sale catalogue that the estate included several properties: Hadley Park 
House; the farmhouse – Hadley Park Farm; a lodge; and two farm cottages. The farmhouse 
had been temporarily divided and occupied as two dwellings. The full catalogue is included 
at the end of this report. The sale completed successfully and the new owner, Joseph 
Sankey & Son Ltd, took over the Hadley Park estate on 25 March 1941. 
 
Sankeys 

Joseph Sankey was a Victorian entrepreneur who built a successful company from his 
apprenticeship at the age of 14 to a blank tray maker. He founded his own business in 
1854 and by 1919 the company operated from four sites including Hadley Castle Works. 
The Wellington & District Directory of 1964/5 says that Joseph Sankey & Sons Ltd 
employed 10,000 people and were part of the GKN Group. In its early days the company 
made tea trays, and had expanded their range by 1861 to include stoves and 
wheelbarrows. A hundred years later the company’s principal business was manufacturing 
all steel pressed wheels for cars, but also included automatic vending machines, brewery 
equipment and armoured fighting vehicles.  
 
After Sankeys bought Hadley Park, they established Hadley Park Farm Ltd which occupied 
both Hadley Park House and Hadley Park Farm in the Wellington land tax records from 
1941-1949. According to the Shropshire Magazine of September 1976, Henry Ferguson 
Hodgson who was made a director of GKN Sankey in 1941, moved to Hadley Park in the 
same year where he was within 200 yards of the works. 
 
In December 1954, Dr Edward Judd visited Hadley Park Mill and produced this beautiful 
illustration of the internal workings of the mill. He commented that he believed it to have 
been the only combined water and windmill in Shropshire: 
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Drawing of the internal workings of Hadley Park Mill by E H Judd (1954)  

(compiled from three photographs)52 
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Recent owners 

The Japanese company Mitutoyo who established a company in the UK in 1980 owned 
Hadley Park House until 1993 and used it as a hostel for Japanese visitors. Mitutoyo 
manufactures precision measuring equipment including hand-held instruments and 
materials testing equipment.  
 
Hadley Park House became a hotel in 1993 when Mr and Mrs Downings bought the 
property. They modernised the house and built the conservatory which today is used as the 
restaurant dining room. The Downings lived in the neighbouring mill until they sold the 
house in 2003. 

CONCLUSION 

This research has given an insight into the history of Hadley Park House and estate from the 17th 
century to the present. The earliest reference found, which pre-dates the current house, shows 
that the Charlton family of Apley Castle had a lease for the estate in 1642. A newspaper notice 
announced the sale of the estate in 1773 and may have signified the beginning of the Briscoe 
family’s ownership which had occurred by 1792 and lasted, via marriage with the Evans family, 
through to 1841. It is possible that the property was built by John Briscoe for his daughter Ann 
after 1773 following her marriage to Maurice Evans. The suggestion that the house may have been 
built by Thomas Telford’s chief engineers seems unlikely, as the house already existed in 1792 
when the Shrewsbury Canal scheme was proposed which was three years before Telford’s 
involvement in the project in 1795. No evidence has been found to indicate that any of Telford’s 
engineers were involved in the area prior to this date. However Thomas Telford would no doubt 
have visited the Hadley Park estate during the planning and construction of the Shrewsbury Canal 
and is believed to have designed the guillotine style of gate used at Hadley Park Lock.  
 
Hadley Park has been documented as one of the largest farms in the parish having trebled in size 
from its initial 115 acres in 1772 to 345 acres in 1940. The property has been an independent 
estate throughout the history of the present building and was clearly of some status with its own 
lodge house at its entrance. It would have been a local employer, as it is today, and thus played an 
important role within the local community. 

DOCUMENTS 

Copies of the following documents used in this research and which have not been illustrated in the 
main report are appended for completeness: 

• 1794 will of John Briscoe (4 pages) 

• 1940 sales particulars (6 pages) 
 
The following documents were photographed at Shropshire Archives and appear in this report: 

• Rocque’s map of Shropshire (1752) 

• Deposited plan of proposed canal from Shrewsbury to Donnington Wood (1792) 

• R Baugh’s Map of Shropshire (1808) 

• Census of Wellington parish (1821) 

• Ordnance Survey 1st edition map (1882) 

• Wellington land tax returns (1904-6) 

• Hadley Park sales particulars (1940) 

• Drawing of the internal workings of Hadley Park Mill (1954) 

• Historic Buildings in Telford: Hadley Park Lock (1970s) 
 
The copyright for all these documents is owned by Shropshire Archives who specify that they are 
provided for non-commercial purposes and may not be copied without their prior written 
permission. Shropshire Archives may be contacted at Castle Gates, Shrewsbury SY1 2AQ.  
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Extracts from the National Census of England were obtained from Ancestry.co.uk under licence and 
may only be reproduced ‘as unique data elements that are part of a unique family history or 
genealogy’. 
 
Full references to all documents used in this research are given at the end of this report. 
 
 
Will of John Briscoe (1794) 
 
 

 
 

Will of John Briscoe, page 1 (1794)53 



-34- 

 

Will of John Briscoe, page 2 (1794) 
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Will of John Briscoe, page 3 (1794) 
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Will of John Briscoe, page 4 (1794) 
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Hadley Park sale particulars (1940) 
 
 

 

Hadley Park sale particulars, page 1 (1940)54 
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Hadley Park sale particulars, page 2 (1940) 
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Hadley Park sale particulars, page 3 (1940) 
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Hadley Park sale particulars, page 4 (1940) 
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Hadley Park sale particulars, page 5 (1940) 
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Hadley Park sale particulars, page 6 (1940) 
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